GEFFEN PIAYHOUSE

EDUCATION & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

AUDIENCE ETIQUETTE

Going to the theater is a unique experience, and we all need to be mindful of
“audience etiquette,” or how to behave at the theater.

The Audience’s Role: The audience plays an essential role at the performance of
a play. Without an audience, the actors are only rehearsing. Audience members’
concentrated silence and responses, such as laughing and applauding, provide
energy to the actors as they bring the performance to life.

Behaviors to Avoid: Since the actors can hear the audience so clearly, it is
important not to engage in behaviors that might disturb or distract them — and
fellow audience members.

These actions include:
- Talking
- Texting
« Allowing cell phones to ring
- Taking photographs or video
« Getting up to leave before intermission or the end of the show
(unless it is a true emergency)
- Eating or drinking
« Unwrapping candy or cough drops.

Use of Social Media: We appreciate you sharing your Geffen Playhouse
experience via social media, but ask that you do not do so inside the theater,
where the use of electronic devices is prohibited.

We recommend that you post your status in the lobby after the performance,
and invite you to tag @GeffenPlayhouse and use #GeffenPlayhouse to share
your experience and continue the conversation with us online.



