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HARRY BELAFONTE AND LILY TOMLIN TO BE HONORED BY GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE 

 
17TH ANNUAL “BACKSTAGE AT THE GEFFEN” FUNDRAISER SET FOR MAY 19 

 
Honorary Co-Chairs Are Sidney Poitier, Quincy Jones, Cher, Barbra Streisand, 

Mellody Hobson, George Lucas and Bette Midler 
 

JULIA SWEENEY WILL HOST THE EXCLUSIVE EVENT 
 
 
LOS ANGELES (April 22, 2019) – Geffen Playhouse will honor legendary singer, songwriter, actor and 
activist Harry Belafonte and groundbreaking performer, comedienne and activist Lily Tomlin during its 
17th annual Backstage at the Geffen fundraiser, it was announced today. Mr. Belafonte will receive the 
Artistic Impact Award, which will be accepted on his behalf by daughter Gina Belafonte, and Ms. Tomlin 
will receive the Distinction in Theater Award. 

Backstage at the Geffen will be held May 19 in Geffen Playhouse’s Gil Cates Theater. In addition to host 
Julia Sweeney, the evening will include unscripted, surprise performers and storytellers sharing songs 
and personal stories of life behind-the-scenes. 
 
“Harry Belafonte and Lily Tomlin are true pioneers in the arts who have broken down barriers for 
generations of entertainers,” said Geffen Playhouse Executive Director Gil Cates, Jr. “Not only are they 
Hollywood legends, they are selfless humanitarians who share a passion for social activism and making 
the world a better place for all. We are humbled to honor them during Backstage at the Geffen.” 
 
Backstage at the Geffen recognizes the accomplishments of leaders in the artistic community, supports 
the theater’s mission to produce original, quality work and raises funds for its award-winning education 
and community engagement programs, which bring live theater to more than 15,000 underserved 
youth, seniors and veterans annually. 
 
Born in New York City’s Harlem on March 1, 1927, Harry Belafonte has achieved worldwide success and 
acclaim as a recording artist, performer, singer, songwriter, actor and activist. One of the most 
successful African-American pop stars in history, Belafonte brought Caribbean party music to an 
international audience with his breakthrough album Calypso (1956). Perhaps best-known for his 
signature track “The Banana Boat Song (Day-O),” Belafonte’s catalog encompasses the music of many 
genres including pop, blues, folk, gospel, reggae, show tunes and American standards. In addition to his 
stand-out performance in Island in the Sun (1957), Belafonte has starred in several films including Otto 
Preminger’s hit musical Carmen Jones (1954) and Robert Wise’s Odds Against Tomorrow (1959). 



 
An early supporter of the Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s and 1960s, Belafonte was among Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s close circle. Throughout his career he has advocated for political and humanitarian 
causes included the anti-apartheid movement and USA for Africa. Since 1987, Belafonte has been a 
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador and currently acts as the American Civil Liberties Union celebrity 
ambassador for juvenile justice issues. 
 
Belafonte has won three Grammy Awards, including a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award, an Emmy 
Award and a Tony Award. In 1989, he received the Kennedy Center Honors. He was awarded the 
National Medal of Arts in 1994. In 2014, he received the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award at the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 6th Annual Governors Awards. In March 2014, he was 
awarded an honorary doctorate from Berklee College of Music in Boston. 
 
Lily Tomlin, one of America's foremost comediennes, continues to venture across an ever-widening 
range of media, starring in television, theater, motion pictures, animation, video and social media. 
Throughout her extraordinary career, Tomlin has received numerous awards, including: eight Emmy 
Awards, with 25 primetime and 5 daytime nominations; a Tony Award for her one woman Broadway 
show, Appearing Nitely; a second Tony Award for Best Actress, a Drama Desk Award and an Outer 
Critics’ Circle Award for her one woman performance in Jane Wagner’s The Search for Signs of Intelligent 
Life in the Universe; a CableAce Award for executive producing the film adaptation of The Search; a 
Grammy for her comedy album This is a Recording, as well as nominations for her subsequent albums 
Modern Scream, And That's the Truth, and On Stage; and two Peabody Awards—the first for the ABC 
television special Edith Ann’s Christmas (Just Say Noël), and the second for narrating and executive 
producing the HBO film The Celluloid Closet. In 2003, she received the Mark Twain Prize for American 
Humor and, in December 2014, was the recipient of the prestigious Kennedy Center Honors in 
Washington DC. Tomlin was recently honored with the Career Achievement Award from the Television 
Critics Association and the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Screen Actors Guild. 
 
Tomlin is well-known for supporting philanthropic organizations, particularly those focused on animal 
welfare, civil rights, health care, protection of elephants, women’s issues, AIDS-related organizations, 
environmental concerns, homelessness, equal pay and the LGBTQ community. She has given countless 
fund-raising performances for organizations across the country, including The Ann Richards School for 
Young Women Leaders, Rosie's Place in Boston, Project Home in Philadelphia, Fenway Health Center, 
One Fair Wage and many community action groups. Tomlin has contributed in other ways to improve 
conditions for all living things, such as founding the Los Angeles LGBT Center’s Lily Tomlin/Jane Wagner 
Cultural Arts Center. Tomlin and Wagner together also founded the ‘Goosebump Garden’ at the 
internationally known LGBT Fenway Health Center in Boston and have been involved in its growth for 
over 25 years. 
 
City National Bank continues for the 10th consecutive year as Title Sponsor for Backstage at the Geffen. 
Presenting Sponsors are Audi of America returning for its 14th year, and K Period Media returning for its 
third year. 
 
Honorary Co-Chairs are Sidney Poitier, Quincy Jones, Cher, Barbra Streisand, Mellody Hobson, George 
Lucas and Bette Midler. Event Co-Chairs are Adi Greenberg, Loretta Everett Kaufman and Linda 
Bernstein Rubin. 
 
Mezzanine tickets are $1,500 each and orchestra tickets are $7,500 per pair. All tickets include access to 
the pre and post-show parties. Tickets can be purchased online at www.geffenplayhouse.org.2019-



backstage-at-the-geffen . For more information, call 310-208-6500 ext. 112 or e-mail 
development@geffenplayhouse.org 
 
Backstage at the Geffen is produced by Kevin Bright, Gil Cates, Jr., Regina Miller and Matt Shakman. 
 
ABOUT GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE  
Geffen Playhouse has been a hub of the Los Angeles theater scene since opening its doors in 1995. 
Noted for its intimacy and celebrated for its world-renowned mix of classic and contemporary plays, 
provocative new works and second productions, the not-for-profit organization continues to present a 
body of work that has garnered national recognition. Named in honor of entertainment mogul and 
philanthropist David Geffen, who made the initial donation to the theater, the company was founded by 
Gilbert Cates and is currently helmed by Executive Director Gil Cates, Jr., Artistic Director Matt Shakman 
and Board Chair Howard Tenenbaum. Proudly associated with UCLA, the Geffen welcomes an audience 
of more than 130,000 each year, and maintains extensive education and community engagement 
programs, designed to involve underserved young people and the community at large in the arts. 
www.geffenplayhouse.org 
 
ABOUT CITY NATIONAL 
With $51.1 billion in assets, City National Bank provides banking, investment and trust services through 
71 offices, including 19 full-service regional centers, in Southern California, the San Francisco Bay Area, 
Nevada, New York City, Nashville, Atlanta, Minneapolis and Washington, D.C. In addition, the company 
and its investment affiliates manage or administer $71.7 billion in client investment assets. City National 
is a subsidiary of Royal Bank of Canada (RBC), one of North America’s leading diversified financial 
services companies. RBC serves more than 16 million personal, business, public sector and institutional 
clients through offices in Canada, the United States and 33 other countries. For more information about 
City National, visit the company’s website at cnb.com. 
 
ABOUT AUDI OF AMERICA 
Audi of America, Inc. and its U.S. dealers offer a full line of German-engineered luxury vehicles. AUDI AG 
is among the most successful luxury automotive brands, delivering about 1.812 million vehicles globally 
in 2018. In the U.S., Audi of America sold nearly 224,000 vehicles in 2018. 2019 marks 50 years for the 
brand in the U.S. Visit audiusa.com or media.audiusa.com for more information regarding Audi vehicles 
and business topics. 
 
ABOUT K PERIOD MEDIA 
K Period Media is a Los Angeles-based production company committed to developing, financing, and 
producing quality films and content for a variety of platforms. Founded by Kimberly Steward in 2013, the 
company is dedicated to finding and making socially-relevant, story-driven projects with mainstream 
appeal. To date, its films include Luca Guadagnino’s re-imagining of the horror thriller Suspiria with 
Amazon Studios which had the highest per screen average opening of 2018; the acclaimed 2016 feature 
Manchester by the Sea, which was nominated for six Academy Awards®, including Best Picture; and the 
award-winning documentary Through a Lens Darkly: Black Photographers and the Emergence of a 
People. Upcoming, K Period Media has The True Adventures of Wolfboy starring Jaeden Martell, John 
Turturro, Chris Messina, Eve Hewson and Chloe Sevigny and they recently announced they are 
producing the Keira Knightley untitled spy drama and the drama Charlatan starring Matt Damon.   
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IMAGES CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM THE GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE WEBSITE: 
https://www.geffenplayhouse.org/gallery_photos.php?gallery_id=183 

Connect with Geffen Playhouse  
Website: www.geffenplayhouse.org 
Media Center: www.geffenplayhouse.org/media-center 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/geffenplayhouse 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/geffenplayhouse 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/geffenplayhouse 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/GeffenPlayhouseMedia 
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HARRY BELAFONTE CONTACT 
Sunshine Sachs 
Ken Sunshine & Paula Witt 
witt@sunshinesachs.com  
212.691.2800 
 
LILY TOMLIN CONTACT 
Jennifer Allen 
Viewpoint 
jennifer.allen@viewpointla.com 
310.388.3333 
 
 


