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OSCAR-WINNER HELEN MIRREN GETS THE ROYAL TREATMENT AT THE 

FIFTH ANNUAL BACKSTAGE AT THE GEFFEN GALA WITH THE 

DISTINCTION IN THEATER AWARD ON April 30, 2007

The Geffen Playhouse Also Recognizes the Service and Dedication by Longtime 
Board of Directors Chairman Herb Gelfand
Proceeds Support the Geffen Playhouse’s Education and Outreach Programs 

That Aid 20,000 Youths Each Season with Exposure to Live Theater
LOS ANGELES, March 26, 2007 — Geffen Playhouse Producing Director Gil Cates today announces Academy Award winning actress Dame Helen Mirren as the 2007 Distinction in Theater Award recipient which is awarded each year by the theater company during its Backstage at the Geffen Gala.  The Fifth Annual star-studded event and reception is a “behind-the-scenes” peek at the performing arts through play readings, intimate storytelling and song on Monday, April 30, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.  The evening also recognizes outgoing Board of Directors Chairman, Herb Gelfand, for his extended service and dedication to the Geffen Playhouse.  The fun-filled evening benefits the Geffen Playhouse’s Education and Outreach Programs with impromptu entertainment and familiar faces including John Lithgow’s presentation of Mirren’s award.
“We created the Distinction in Theater Award to honor those whose substantial work on stage and off has contributed greatly to the lifeblood of theater, locally and around the world,” says Cates.  “Helen is the epitome of theater dedication, cutting her teeth on stage following high school and becoming a veteran at the Old Vic by age 20.  Whether portraying royalty on stage or on screen, Helen is the ‘queen’ of today’s actresses.”
Mirren has won international recognition for performances spanning four decades.  For her role as Queen Elizabeth II in Miramax’s “The Queen,” Mirren won an Academy Award, Golden Globe, SAG, BAFTA and Critic’s Choice Award.  In addition, she was named Best Actress by every critic’s organization from Los Angeles to London.  At the Venice Film Festival she won the Volpi Cup for Best Actress and received a five-minute standing ovation for her performance after the film’s premiere. Mirren has also received significant recognition for two other performances she filmed in the same year as “The Queen.”  For HBO, she portrayed Queen Elizabeth I in the miniseries “Elizabeth I.”  She won an Emmy, Golden Globe and SAG Award for that role.  The two-part series explored the queen’s public and private life late in her reign.  Mirren also reprised her long-running character Detective Jane Tennison in “Prime Suspect: The Final Act,” the last installment in the PBS series.  The performance earned her a Golden Globe nomination, however she lost to herself – she was nominated twice in the same category.  The character previously won her an Emmy and three BAFTA Awards.

-more-

Individual tickets are $300 and special donor packages start at $500.  For more information, or to purchase Gala tickets, please call Regina Miller, Director of Development, at 310.208.6500 ext. 112.  Geffen Playhouse Board Members Pamela Robinson Hollander, David Pence and Fred Specktor are Co-Chairs of the event, and Producing Director Gil Cates serves as Emcee. 
The evening celebrates art and arts education as proceeds from Backstage at the Geffen provides the excitement of live theater to nearly 20,000 students, families and community members each year.  The Geffen’s innovative 
Education and Outreach Programs are dedicated to providing non-traditional audiences with theatrical experiences 
that challenge, inform and enrich their lives.  The proceeds help underwrite low ticket admissions to Saturday Scene, the popular theater performances for children; fully supports the Geffen School Tours Program which takes theater to participating elementary and middle-schools that have little or no resources for the performing arts; and benefits CREATE (Community Representatives Engaged in Active Theater Education), a season-long, interactive exploration and analysis of live theater for community and social service groups, deemed a model program in L.A.
Distinction in Theater Award past recipients include actor Karl Malden (presented by Tom Hanks), and HBO Original Movies President Colin Callender (presented by Annette Bening).  Participants in previous Galas include Jason Alexander, Debbie Allen, Ted Danson, Sally Field, Carrie Fisher, Christine Lahti, David Hyde Pierce, Tommy Schlamme, Mary Steenburgen, Bruce Vilanch, and Rita Wilson.
ABOUT THE GEFFEN PLAYHOUSE

Awarded the Preservation Award by the Los Angeles Conservancy, the Award of Excellence from the Society of American Registered Architects, and the Architectural Award of Excellence by the Los Angeles Business Council for its acclaimed 2005, $19 million renovation, the Geffen Playhouse begins its 11th season in 2006/2007, enjoying its stature as a leading West Coast theater company and the crown jewel of Los Angeles theater. Noted for its intimacy and celebrated for its eclectic mix of classic and contemporary plays, provocative new works and musicals, the Geffen continues to present a body of work that has garnered national recognition. Named in honor of entertainment mogul and philanthropist David Geffen, who donated one of the largest gifts ever made to an already-constructed theater, the company is headed by Producing Director and President of the Board Gilbert (Gil) Cates, Artistic Director Randall Arney and Managing Director Stephen Eich, and has produced eight world premieres, four Tony, four Pulitzer, and seven Obie-award winning shows in its storied 11 seasons. Proudly associated with UCLA, the Geffen welcomes more than 130,000 patrons each year, and maintains an extensive education and outreach program, designed to engage young people and the community at large in the arts. For more information, please visit geffenplayhouse.com.

EDITORS PLEASE NOTE: Geffen Playhouse is located at 10886 Le Conte Avenue, Los Angeles (Westwood), CA 90024
BACKSTAGE AT THE GEFFEN GALA 
APRIL 30, 2007
A benefit evening filled with impromptu entertainment and familiar faces from the Hollywood community.

HELEN MIRREN

Distinction in Theater Award

HERB GELFAND

Service Recognition

GIL CATES

Emcee

JOHN LITHGOW

Special Guest
Reception:
6:00 p.m.

Performance:
7:30 p.m.
Individual tickets are $300 and special packages begin at $500.  For more information, or to purchase Gala tickets, please call Regina Miller, Director of Development, at 310.208.6500 ext. 112.  
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